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Overview 
We are calling you to make a difference within yourself and your campus communities. This 
guide will touch on the topics of environmental justice, voting, interfaith work, and racial 
justice. We, as the Climate Action Leadership Team, find it important to educate ourselves 
and ask questions when needed. If something is not covered and you have a question, 
please feel free to contact us!  

Goals 
1.​ Learn about different ways to approach environmental justice 

2.​ Grow within yourself and your campus community towards a sustainable lifestyle.  

3.​ Become more comfortable voicing your opinions and concerns to your peers and 
people in authority in order to create change.  

Contacts 

I.​ Matt Russell- Executive director at Iowa Interfaith Power & Light   
Email: director@iowaipl.org  

Twitter:  @iowaipl  

Facebook: @iowaipl 

 

II.​ Irene DeMaris-Associate Director at Iowa Interfaith Power & Light  
Email: idemaris@iowaipl.org  

Twitter: @iowaipl 

Facebook: @iowaipl  

 

III.​ Brian Campbell- Board President at Iowa Interfaith Power & Light  
Email: campbellb@central.edu  

 

mailto:director@iowaipl.org
mailto:idemaris@iowaipl.org
mailto:campbellb@central.edu
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IV.​ 2020 Summer College Student Leaders at Iowa Interfaith Power & Light  
●​ Tiffany Van Gilst - Central College  

Email: vangilstt1@central.edu  

●​ Kennedy Warner - Graceland University  

Email:kaw3@sting.graceland.edu  

●​ Alyssa Corkery - Loras College  

Email: Alyssa.Corkery@loras.edu  

●​ Alexandra Lund - Dordt University  

Email:lxndrlnd@dordt.edu  

●​ Samir Goffe - Graceland University  

Email:sng1@sting.graceland.edu  

  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vangilstt1@central.edu
mailto:kaw3@sting.graceland.edu
mailto:Alyssa.Corkery@loras.edu
mailto:lxndrlnd@dordt.edu
mailto:sng1@sting.graceland.edu
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Interfaith Leadership 
Interfaith cooperation is a powerful tool that invites people of different beliefs to work 
together towards a common goal. This type of interaction is based on an understanding 
and respect for each other's differences, but also a recognition of common ground and a 
commitment to each other's well-being. In this section we will lay out some steps and 
resources to empower you to interfaith leadership. 

How to create an interfaith club or event 
Leading an interfaith club or event may seem daunting, but with a little research and time 
it’s a great way to build community and inspire change. Here are a few tips to help you on 
your way. 

●​ Invite local religious groups in your school or community to participate or even host 
an event. 

●​ Do your research, make sure your event or club isn't serving food or meeting at a 
time that interferes with anyone's religious practice. 

●​ Create space and time for curiosity. No one knows everything. It's important that 
you create an environment for questions. 

Examples 
●​ Invite local faith leaders to speak on a panel, either on zoom or in person. 
●​ Invite people to participate in a prayer or reflection service.  
●​ Do a service project in your community or visit a religious site. 
●​ Have a film screening featuring a religious film.  

More Resources 

Iowa Interfaith Power & Light 

This site provides years of interfaith religious statements and information on their 
Called to Climate Action Program. Iowa IPL is a part of the national Interfaith Power 
& Light network.  

Interfaith Youth Core                                                                                             
This site provides more resources for students to explore interfaith cooperation  

https://iowaipl.org/
http://interfaithpowerandlight.org/
http://interfaithpowerandlight.org/
https://ifyc.org/
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Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology  
This site provides first hand accounts of different faith’s views on climate change.  

Evangelical Environmental Network  
This site provides a series of Webinars on different topics related to faith and 
climate change including how to make your religious organization more sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency/Climate-Change-Statements-from-World-Religions
https://creationcare.org/get-involved/climate-solutions-webinar-series.html
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Campus Sustainability 
All around the nation, campuses are trying to implement sustainable practices. What does 
that look like? Well, campuses can implement clean energy sources, compost bins, public 
transportation (when needed), and many more examples! In this section, we will go over 
how you can make your campus and yourself more sustainable.  

How to work with student government and college leadership 
One way to get your campus more involved in the sustainability movement is getting in 
contact with your student government. Work together with them to talk to the campus 
leaders/faculty about your concerns and ways to implement more sustainable practices.  

Examples 
●​ Write a letter to the president of the college expressing your concerns about your 

campus’ approach towards sustainability and give ideas on how to change that.  
●​ Suggest to your campus leaders that they should look into becoming LEED certified.  
●​ Organize a Climate Strike on your campus to get word out about your concerns.  

How to Reduce Your Carbon Footprint  
It might seem tricky to start a sustainable lifestyle while you are attending college, but we 
are here to tell you it is not! We recommend starting in one room or one aspect of your life 
and implementing sustainable products/practices and once that part is done, move onto 
another part. With your individual changes, you can reduce your own waste level and 
carbon footprint.  

Examples 
●​ Shut off your lights in your dorm room and make sure nothing that doesn’t need to 

be turned on is turned off (excluding fridges) while you aren’t there.  
●​ Use LED light bulbs in your lamps.  
●​ Once you are out of one of your self-care products, replace it with a sustainable one.  
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Resources 

Example of a Letter to the President of the College  
This is an example of how to write a letter to your college president and to get your 
point across professionally.  

LEED Certification ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
This is a website with the information on what LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) certification is and how to become LEED certified.  

Global Climate Strike ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
This is just one of many examples of how people around the world are doing a 
climate strike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.sulitest.aleaur.com/files/source
https://everbluetraining.com/leed/certification/#For-Buildings
https://globalclimatestrike.net/action/
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Voting and Civic Engagement  
A vital part of climate action is using your vote and voice to encourage sustainable 
legislation that will bring about the large-scale change we need.  

Ways to be an engaged citizen 
Voting is a great way to be involved in shaping our country and its policies, but we implore 
you to not stop there. Under the list of examples provided below there are some resources 
to help guide you through different aspects of civic engagement, such as how to request an 
absentee ballot, how to contact your representatives, or how to locate your polling place, 
and much more- take a look! 

Examples 
●​ Voting for leaders who take climate change seriously and will introduce and support 

sustainable legislation.  
●​ Contact (call, write, email, tweet, etc) your current representatives to tell them that 

climate action is important to you.  
●​ Contact your reps specifically to ask them to vote either for or against a particular 

bill depending on whether it will harm or help the environment. I.e. Ask them to vote 
in favor of carbon taxes for large corporations (if there is such a bill currently being 
presented). 

●​ Coordinate climate strikes/rallies and invite your local representatives to show up or 
send them footage of the event to show them that their constituents care about the 
climate crisis. 

Resources 

How to register to vote 
Prior to being able to vote you must register first (with the exception of those voting 
in North Dakota). Check out these links to learn more about voter registration, find 
registration deadlines, and actually register to vote. 

 

https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/vote/state-elections/state-election-dates-deadlines.htm
https://defendourfuture.turbovote.org/?r=dofcui
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Polling place locator 
Here is a website that allows you to find your polling location (where you go to cast 
your vote in-person) based on your address.  

How to request an absentee ballot 
Voting by mail is a wonderful option whether you are working the day of an election, 
going out of town, are trying to be cautious due to the pandemic, or if you cannot 
physically make it to the polls. But, in order to do that, you must have an absentee 
ballot. You can find Iowa-specific absentee voting information here. 

How to learn about candidates 
Deciding who to vote for can be stressful, especially if you are not even sure who is 
running or what they stand for. Luckily, you can use BallotReady to see who are the 
candidates who are running in your upcoming elections based on your address. 
From there you can use the list of candidates to conduct your own research on who 
best represents your values.  

Miscellaneous voting information 
Vote.org has information about everything related to voting. If you have any 
additional questions that this resource guide has left unanswered, check it out here.  

Who are your reps? 
You can use MyReps to find out who currently represents you from the local level all 
the way up to the federal level. 

How to contact your representatives 
Once you have used MyReps to locate who represents you, you can use the contact 
information provided for them on the same page. You can write to them, call their 
office, email them, or even tweet at them to share your passion for climate action. 
Here is some additional information on how to write an effective letter to your 
political leaders. 

How to be a #FaithClimateJusticeVoter  
Learn more about Interfaith Power and Light’s Faith Climate Justice Voter program.  

https://www.vote.org/polling-place-locator/
https://www.vote.org/absentee-ballot/
https://www.vote.org/absentee-ballot/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html
https://www.ballotready.org/
https://www.vote.org/
https://myreps.datamade.us/
https://myreps.datamade.us/
https://www.thoughtco.com/write-effective-letters-to-congress-3322301
https://www.thoughtco.com/write-effective-letters-to-congress-3322301
https://www.faithclimatejusticevoter.org/
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Student Leadership on Campus 
Becoming a student leader on campus doesn't happen immediately, but there isn't 
anything stopping you from becoming a leader. Being a leader isn't just about the actions 
you show when you are around people, but also what you do when no one is watching.  

How to get involved and become a stronger student leader  
Finding ways to become involved on your campus can often be challenging and 
overwhelming. It is important that you don't give up and use your voice. On many college 
campuses there are many clubs you can join such as environmental justice clubs or 
sustainability clubs. In addition to joining clubs, you could do many different things like run 
for student government, get involved with a professor as a TA or tutor, or even take a 
leadership role in a sports team or musical group.  

Examples 
-​ Run for student government on campus.  
-​ Become the leader of different clubs or events. 
-​ Start your own club.  
-​ Have difficult but needed conversations with your peers.   
-​ Organizing interfaith group events on your campus.  

 

Resources 

“Increasing student engagement”  
This source gives you a few more options on some ways to make the  events 
planned on campus more effective and better planned  

 
“Learning about leadership” 
This source gives you an effective game plan to use when trying to lead on your 
campus. It explains step by step the ways you can impact your college community.  

 

https://www.thescholasticnetwork.com/increase-student-engagement-campus/
https://www.colorado.edu/today/2020/01/17/how-be-leader-campus
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Student Activism Guide 
This document is written by students for students. It offers suggestions on how to 
be an activist on your campus. 
 

“Activism in a Bubble” 
This document is written by Dr. Kesho Y. Scott, Associate Professor of American 
Studies and Sociology at Grinnell College. In it are basic suggestions on how to be a 
student activist during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Defend Our Future 
Defend Our Future, a project of the Environmental Defense Fund, is a non-profit, 
non-partisan organization dedicated to empowering young people of all political 
persuasions who are interested in advancing climate change and clean energy 
solutions that grow our economy and protect the world for future generations. DOF 
currently has a chapter at Central College. Contact Leighia VanDam 
(vandaml1@central.edu) or Bria Holthe (holtheb1@central.edu) with questions! 

 

 

Reliable News Sources Guide  
In society today, people are constantly being fed information from various sources: tv, 
radio, social media, word of mouth, etc.  It’s important as people of faith and people who 
are concerned about positive and lasting environmental change to focus on helpful, 
insightful, credible sources that lead us in the right direction. The importance of finding a 
source that is reliable and credible and one that does not falsify, slander, or have negative 
connotations tied to it is tremendous. The Internship Team at Iowa Interfaith Power & Light 
wanted to supply information on how you can look for the best sources of information, as 
well as give some resources for you to use yourself.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uurD3kkUQASITthPRXJHrE05uJwUCovD/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10nO96EtCouNT3fbdEw5dKC7Ii1FsnFcX7ii67tgq56s/edit?usp=sharing
https://defendourfuture.org/
mailto:vandaml1@central.edu
mailto:holtheb1@central.edu
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Looking for Credible Sources 
The first thing to do when finding articles, papers, posts, etc. is to locate the author and do 
some research to find if this is a credible person. Are they biased? Have they had other 
pieces published? What are people saying about them? Are all good questions to ask 
yourself when searching. The next thing you can do is check the publication date to see if 
this information is still relevant. Checking if the website that the piece of writing is found on 
looks professional and frequently visited can be a good indicator of a credible source as 
well. Lastly, read some of the text to determine if it is grammatically correct, presents bias, 
or uses negative language to describe someone or something.  

Resources 

“Is My Source Credible?” 
Here is a good source from the University of Maryland that lays out ways you can 
separate good from bad sources:  

Credible Everything 
This website gives information on credible articles, journals, news sources, etc. It 
creates an extensive list of potential sites you can trust but it is always a good idea 
to double check.  

 

https://sites.umgc.edu/library/libhow/credibility.cfm
https://www.scribbr.com/citing-sources/list-of-credible-sources-for-research/
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Anti-Racism Resources  
Issues of racial injustices have been prevalent throughout our nation’s history, however, 
just recently the highlight of police brutality has surfaced protests, riots, and so much more 
on the topic of racism. It is not enough for people to deny racial injustices, support 
movements, or oppose racism. Our generation must actively work to be anti-racists by 
doing our part to support and lift up all voices, especially those that are underrepresented 
in society today.   

Environmental intersectionality highlights the importance of protecting not only our Earth 
but all of its inhabitants. It is also difficult to have conversations about environmentalism 
without mentioning racism because of the information given on the communities that are 
most heavily impacted by the climate crisis being those of BIPOC. If someone is actively 
trying to do their part in the fight against climate change then a huge portion of that is 
standing up for racial injustices simultaneously.  

How to be Anti-Racist on Your Campus/in Your Community  
Amidst everything happening in our world right now people are fearful of saying anything 
offensive, rude or uneducated. However, challenging yourself to engage in meaningful and 
informational conversations can be just the key to becoming a better ally. Campuses across 
the nation are vastly diverse in regard to the student population. It’s important to be 
actively anti-racist on your campus and in your community so you can better uphold the 
value of all people and upheave the ways society tries to dismantle equality and diversity in 
our lives. You can personally be anti-racist by: keeping your friends and family accountable, 
educate yourself, identify any biases in your life, engage in race and ethnicity courses at 
your school, have intentional conversations with your peers, be involved, and learn with 
humility. By intentionally seeking ways that you can be a better advocate for all people, you 
are upholding the values of all people, your community and our earth.  
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Resources 

Everything Anti-Racist 
There is so much a person can do to be better educated and equipped to be an ally 
to minority groups. This link provides books, movies, articles, and podcasts to help 
you become more aware of the racial injustices taking place.   

Important Conversations 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/edit
https://insidehighered.com/advice/2020/07/15/why-classroom-conversations-about-diversity-and-identity-shouldnt-be-framed#.Xxc-ahweC1g.link
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Called to Uphold and Upheave: 2020 Iowa Interfaith Climate Statement  
 

We are called to Uphold our Values and Upheave Injustice. Like last year, the 2020 Iowa 
Religious Statement on Climate Change is written by our Called to Climate Action college 
student leaders. For the first time, we’re inviting ALL Iowans of faith and conscience to sign 
this year. Please take time to read this statement and join other Iowans in our call to climate 
action. 

This statement provides a great way to organize virtually in your community. Develop a plan to 
promote the statement on your campus. Set up a challenge for the number of signatures from 
your campus community. Use the statement in other ways to organize for faith-based 
environmental justice. 

 

Called to Uphold Our Values & Upheave Injustice 

2020 Iowa Interfaith Statement on Climate Change 

 
Our faith and conscience call us to uphold the worth and value in all creation and to upheave 
injustice and exploitation. We are witnessing great suffering in Iowa, our nation and the world 
because of human caused climate change. People living on the margins are burdened with 
unjust and racist systems as well as highly impacted by disasters including droughts, flooding, 
pandemics and extreme heat. Black, Indiginous, and People of Color must have the platform to 
share their solutions and lead in solving injustices such as racism, poverty, and pollution. 
Guided by our common values we are called to be the change our world demands.  
 

We are called to:  
 
●​ Celebrate diversity that allows us to access different perspectives and take an 

intersectional approach to seek environmental justice. We already have the tools and 
capability to address this problem, we just have to implement these measures.  

●​ Listen to climate crisis experts, both scientists and those who are being directly impacted. 
●​ Amplify BIPOC voices, whose experiences and leadership are crucial in successful 

climate action.  
●​ Discuss and encourage climate action. We can start with family and friends and work 

outwards. Remember to listen first and take time to understand others’ experiences.  
●​ Attend to our communities and common home as we tackle the challenges of climate 

change both locally and globally.  

https://iowaipl.salsalabs.org/calledtoclimateaction2020faithstatement/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b179e46c-87b6-4597-8ffe-cc785ce4ce45
https://iowaipl.salsalabs.org/calledtoclimateaction2020faithstatement/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b179e46c-87b6-4597-8ffe-cc785ce4ce45
https://iowaipl.salsalabs.org/calledtoclimateaction2020faithstatement/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b179e46c-87b6-4597-8ffe-cc785ce4ce45
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●​ Reduce our consumption of unnecessary goods and make ethical and eco-conscious 
purchases. We need a sustainable economy that is healthy for the planet and its 
inhabitants.  

●​ Vote in all elections, supporting candidates who prioritize environmental justice through 
climate action. Democracy demands we go beyond the ballot box through actions such as 
contacting elected officials, submitting opinion-editorials, participating in public meetings, 
joining local climate strikes.  

 
As Iowans of faith and conscience, we uphold these values and upheave injustices for all 
people, future generations, and our world. We rejoice in the beauty and diversity of our planet 
and find joy in our opportunity to work together for a better future. Guided by our faith and 
values, we are called to climate action.  
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